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June 20, Saturday – Sobota  - (*Outdoor Mass) 
5:30PM    For Renee Dzieciolowski  
  ❖For Al & Ann Varchetti  
 ❖For Charles & Theresa MacDonald req. Family   
 ❖For the Czach Family req. the Fayad Family  
 ❖Michael Couet  
 ❖Margaret Kucharek  
 ❖Susan Geralds req. Joanne  Fredal 
June 21, 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time- Nedeľa    
 * (Father’s Day) 

Jer 20:10-13; Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33 (94) 
7:30AM      **Mass Inside Church  
  For Paul & Julie Varchetti & Family  
 ❖For Julita Valbuena  
  ❖For Rodolfo Valbuena Sr.  
  ❖For Rodolfo Valbuena Jr.   
  ❖For Violeta Valbuena  
 ❖Richard & Kathy Yrig req. Miller Family  
 ❖Theodora Kochan 
9:30AM   *Outdoor Mass 
 For the Intentions of all Fathers (Natural & Spiritual) 
11:30AM    (Slovak) **Mass Inside Church  
 Na úmysel všetkých otcov 
6:00PM (Tridentine)  **Mass Inside Church  
 For the Intentions of all Parishioners  
8:30PM     *Outdoor Mass 
 In Thanksgiving req.  Stephanie Fayad 
 ❖For Monir & Alia Korkis & Family  
 ❖For George Graunke  
 ❖Paolo Persichetti req. Matthew LaPorte  
  ❖Robert Nowak Sr. req Wife 
  ❖Brian Czach req. Frank Scarchilli 
 ❖Vincent F. Morse  
June 22,  Monday – Pondelok  
12:00PM    ***Outdoor Mass  
 For Tan (B’Day)   
 ❖For Mark Varchetti   
 ❖Paul Szwarc 
June 23, Tuesday – Utorok  
6:00AM     ***Outdoor Mass 
 For the Holy Souls in Purgatory  
  ❖For Christina & Family    
 ❖Charles Shermetaro  
12:00PM     ***Outdoor Mass  
 For the Intentions of all Parishioners  
June 24, Wednesday – Streda  
SOLEMNITY: NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BABTIST 
12:00PM   ***Outdoor Mass  
 For Annette Rudzewicz     ❖Fred & Shirley Ross 
 ❖Marie Weil req. James D. Weil 
June 25, Thursday – Štvrtok  
6:00AM   ***Outdoor Mass 
 For Glen and Amy Varchetti & Family  
 ❖For Diane Meyer  ❖Paul Szwarc  
12:00PM   ***Outdoor Mass 
 Julia Tomajko (1st. Ann.)  
  ❖Brian Czach  

June 26, Friday –  Piatok  
 6:00AM   ***Outdoor Mass 
 For Jennifer Desser  (B'Day)  
  ❖For John LaVascos (B'Day) 
 ❖For Nate and Theresa Robinson and Family  
12:00PM  ***Outdoor Mass   
 For  Tim & Victoria Roddy & Family 
  ❖For Angela Lietart (B'Day)  
  ❖Marion Clara Allar req Cole Family 
June 27, Saturday – Sobota - (*Outdoor Mass) 
5:30PM    For the Intentions of the Members of the St. Monica 

Sodality    
 ❖For Lucy Kutil (B'Day)  
 ❖For Carl and Stephanie Varchetti and Family  
 ❖For the Gammo & Gill Families  
 ❖Gjoka Dushaj   
 ❖Al Newcomer & Family 
 ❖Dennis Lents  
  ❖Michael Couet  
June 28, 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Nedeľa  

2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 (97) 
7:30AM      **Mass Inside Church  
 For Fr. John Bustamante (B'Day)  
 ❖For Araletta Natzke (B'Day)  
  ❖For James and Greete  Varchetti  
 ❖For Paulina Szwarc 
 ❖Theodora Kochan  
  ❖Richard & Kathy Yrig req. Miller Family 
9:30AM   *Outdoor Mass 
 For Logan Kray (B'Day) req. Wolf Family  
 ❖For Kelly Hudson & Family  
  ❖For Laith Hanna (B’Day)  
 ❖James Zabawski req wife 
11:30AM    (Slovak) **Mass Inside Church  
 For the Intentions of all Parishioners 
6:00PM (Tridentine)  **Mass Inside Church  
 For RoseAnn Lebioda  
8:30PM     *Outdoor Mass 
 For Richard Ugorowski 

*Weekend Outdoor Holy Masses: 
*Please pre-register (www.saintcyrils.church) 

This will assist in liturgical planning. 
Please bring folding chair & hand sanitizer. 

**Weekend Indoor Holy Masses: 
**Registration REQUIRED (www.saintcyrils.church.church) 

Limited # of people allowed at indoor Holy Masses. 
Please wear face mask & bring hand sanitizer. 

Arrive 20-30 minutes prior to Holy Mass. 
***Weeday Holy Masses: NO registration required! 

~ IF YOU ARE SICK, PLEASE STAY HOME ~ 

Parish Office Reopens • Monday, June 29: 
On Monday, June 29, the Parish Office will reopen 

for limited hours as follows: 
Monday - Friday:  11:00AM - 12:00PM & 1:00PM - 2:00PM 
Please remember that face masks must be worn indoors. 

~ IF YOU ARE SICK, PLEASE STAY HOME ~ 
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 American Red Cross Blood Drive • July 23 • 1:00PM - 6:45PM 

Donating blood products is essential to community health and the need for blood products is constant. As part of 
our nation’s critical infrastructure, healthy individuals are needed to donate blood. The Red Cross follows the  
highest standards of safety and infection control, and volunteer donors are the only source of blood for those in 
need.  Continuous blood and platelet donations are needed for the regular blood supply and in a fight against   
coronavirus.  In times of crisis, the Red Cross is fortunate to witness the best of humanity as people roll up a sleeve 
to help those in need.  

The top priority of the Red Cross is the safety of donors, volunteers, employees and blood recipients, and they are committed to            
transparency with the American public during this evolving public health emergency. There are no data or evidence that the                  
coronavirus can be transmissible by blood transfusion, and there have been no reported cases worldwide of transmissions for any         
respiratory virus including this coronavirus. 
The Red Cross only collects blood from individuals who are healthy and feeling well at the time of donation – and who meet                   
other eligibility requirements. 

Safety Protocols: 
 Wear a Mask - In accordance with CDC guidelines, all donors are required to wear a face covering or mask. 
 Social Distancing - All blood drives follow social distancing guidelines, including spacing out donor beds, waiting and refreshment 

areas. 
 Temperature Check - All donors and staff have their temperatures checked prior to entering a blood drive or donation center. 

At each blood drive or donation center, Red Cross employees follow thorough safety protocols, including: 
 Wearing gloves and changing them often 
 Wiping down donor-touched areas after every collection 
 Using sterile collection sets for every donation 
 Preparing the arm for donation with aseptic scrub 
 Conducting donor mini-physicals to ensure donors are healthy and well on day of donation  

The Red Cross has also increased their vigilance concerning some of these safety protocols including:  
 Enhanced disinfecting of surfaces and equipment   
 Providing hand sanitizer for use before entering and throughout the donation appointment  
 Temperature checks before presenting donors enter the blood drive or donation center  
 Following social distancing practices between donors including donor beds, as well as waiting and refreshment areas 
 During this time, blankets typically used by platelet, Power Red and AB Elite donors at Red Cross blood donation centers will be 

laundered after each use, which may limit the availability. Donors are encouraged to bring their own blankets, but electric blankets 
and heating pads are not permitted. 

 Staff wearing basic face masks 
 For the safety of the donor community and in accordance with CDC guidelines, all donors are required to wear a face covering or 

mask. Please bring a face covering or mask to your donation. If you do not have one, a mask will be provided to you. 
To ensure the Red Cross staff are healthy each day, the staff is committed to a standard health assessment prior to all blood drives.   
Finally, only eligible and healthy people are allowed to give blood. 
These mitigation measures will help ensure blood recipient safety, as well as staff and donor safety in reducing contact with those who 
may potentially have this respiratory infection. 

COVID-19 Testing: 
As of June 15, all blood, platelet and plasma donations will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. As an organization dedicated to helping 
others, the Red Cross is fortunate to be able to step up to help during this pandemic by offering this service at upcoming blood drives. 
For a limited time, the Red Cross will test all blood, platelet and plasma donations for COVID-19 antibodies as an additional health service to our 
donors. The Red Cross hopes testing will provide critical insight into whether donors may have possibly been exposed to this                    
coronavirus, as some COVID-19 carriers can be asymptomatic. The Red Cross is committed to helping others in meaningful ways during 
this pandemic. 
Here’s what you need to know about the COVID-19 Antibody testing: 
 The COVID-19 antibody test used by the Red Cross is authorized by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and may indicate if the 

donor’s immune system has produced antibodies to the coronavirus, regardless of whether they developed symptoms. 
 The Red Cross is not testing to diagnose an illness, referred to as a diagnostic test. Individuals who believe they may be ill with 

COVID-19 should not present to donate until they are symptom free for 28 days. 
 The blood donation process will not change — donations will be tested using samples obtained at the time of donation. There will 

be no charge to donors. 
 Due to the anticipated high demand, appointments are highly encouraged. 
 Donors can expect to receive the results of their antibody test within 7 to 10 days of their donation through the Blood Donor App or 

donor portal at RedCrossBlood.org. 
 Donors need to have a successful donation to receive the COVID-19 antibody test results. Per standard donation procedure, only 

successful donations are sent to our laboratory for testing. 
Please schedule an appointment to donate blood today! Whole Blood donations can be made every 56 days, Power Red donations every 
112 days, Platelet donations every 7 days and AB Elite Plasma donations every 28 days.  
To register at the Ss. Cyril & Methodius Blood Drive that takes place on Thursday, July 23, between 1:00PM - 6:45PM, please visit:  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time  
More details or questions: http://www.redcross.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).  Thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/how-to-donate/eligibility-requirements.html
http://t.givebloodtoday.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h3744764b,1686b9f9,1632c4fd&med=email&source=bioadobe&campdesc=BHQ_BPL_COVIDAntibodyTesting_Sponsor_1_202006&cid=377263446&did=PRDDM68823&bid=927233611&subj=COVID-19%20Antibody%20Testing%20Announcement&prty=norm
http://t.givebloodtoday.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h3744764b,1686b9f9,1632c4fe&med=email&source=bioadobe&campdesc=BHQ_BPL_COVIDAntibodyTesting_Sponsor_1_202006&cid=377263446&did=PRDDM68823&bid=927233611&subj=COVID-19%20Antibody%20Testing%20Announcement&prty=norm
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
http://www.redcross.org/
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St. Monica Sodality Mass • Saturday, June 27 
We are very grateful to be able to celebrate Holy Masses in           
person - although some things have temporarily changed,        
including the ability to do public prayer devotions before and 
after Mass. Therefore, please continue to regularly pray the                
St. Monica Sodality Prayer and the Novena or Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy for all your loved ones.   
The June Mass intention for the Members of the St. Monica 
Sodality takes place on Saturday, June 27, at 5:30PM.  Although 
we may be currently separated or isolated, we are united        
within the Universal Church and with St. Monica groups 
around the world!   
Sacred Heart of Jesus, burning furnace of charity, inflame our 
hearts with love for Thee!        

June Bilingual Rosary Available On-line 
During the pandemic, the Monthly Bilingual Rosary 
has still taken place. The June Bilingual Rosary is now 
available on our website: www.saintcyrils.church, go 
to the “Resource” tab and then “Media”.   
If you have prayer intentions that you would like in-
cluded in our next Bilingual Rosary, (which will also 
be included in a private rosary for the month of June), 
please either email them to: 100rosary@gmail.com or 
call or text: (586) 413-4050. 
Organized by: Maria Lamerova and Cindy & Dennis Zitny 

Knights of Columbus  
Baby Bottle Project Update  

Collection July 11 & 12 

We are planning to collect your 
filled baby bottles the weekend 
of July 11-12. Please continue to 
fill your bottles in the meantime. 
We will announce details on our       
collection process at a later date. 
Please stay safe and keep the 
faith in these trying times.  
We thank you in advance for your patience and support of 
this vital project.  Any questions please email: 

Ken Pullis, Right to Life Chair for Council 7011 
kpullis@gmail.com or call (586) 939-8525 
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Our Parish History, Continued … Father Joseph Zalibera (1882 - 1967)  
Father John Kovalsky served as pastor of Ss. Cyril & Methodius Slovak Church from 1918 
until 1922.  On March 22, 1922, Father Joseph Zalibera was appointed as pastor.  He was 
a dedicated, talented and hardworking priest who built up Ss. Cyril & Methodius 
church and school in Detroit and was the driving force for 39 years. 
Father Joseph Zalibera was born January 11, 1882, in the town of Letanovce, Slovakia.  
He was born to devout Catholic parents, John and Mary Zalibera.  In 1886, at the age of 
four, his mother died.  He was orphaned at the age of 13 when his father died nine years 
later.  His uncle-priest, Father Joseph Kacvinsky, then raised the orphaned boy, and 
most likely was the person who had the greatest influence upon Father Zalibera’s     
vocation, because after a few years he entered the seminary. In his final year of             
theology Father Zalibera fell ill.  Because of illness, a special dispensation permitted 
Father Zalibera to complete his final course of study privately under the instruction of 
his uncle.  Father Zalibera passed the final examinations with the highest honors 
(Eminenter).  Under his uncle’s tutorship he completed his seminary training and was 
ordained on June 21, 1906, by His Excellency, Bishop August F. Colbrie, in Kosice        

Diocese, Slovakia.  Even after Father Zalibera came to America he still kept close correspondence with his uncle.  When the 
Communists came in control, Father Kacvinsky was sent to a concentration camp which eventually brought about the death of 
his beloved uncle on January 10, 1953, at the age of 86. 
Following Father Zalibera’s ordination, his bishop assigned him to teach philosophy, theology, history and dramatics in Kosice, 
Slovakia.  In addition to teaching, in his spare time he ministered to the youth of the city, especially to the poor and needy of 
the neighboring villages.  For many of the neglected youth he became a spiritual father, friend and counselor.  As a result of this 
work, Father became an expert organizer of youth activities.  He held the office of Chief Moderator of youth movements for the 
diocese, often taking trips during the summer months to Germany, Austria and France studying youth movements.  On his 
journey to America in July of 1914, while aboard the S.S. Leviathan, World War I broke out two days after his departure.  Unable 
to return to Slovakia due to the war, his bishop communicated the message that Father Zalibera should perform his priestly 
duties in America.  It was then that his work with American Slovaks began.  In October 1914, he became the pastor of a             
well-established parish, Holy Trinity Church, in Struthers, Ohio.  Slovaks who had settled in the Mahoning Valley, then a        
prosperous steel mill area not far from Pittsburgh, had organized this parish in 1907.  Father Zalibera became the third pastor 
of this church which had a school staffed by the Vincentian Sisters of Charity.  In 1916, he built the brick convent for the sisters 
and added a third story to the school building. Two years later he purchased property for the recreational use of the                       
parishioners and later built an auditorium. 
In 1921 he was assigned to St. John the Baptist Church in Whiting, Indiana.  Because this parish had grown rapidly, the pastor, 
Father Benedict Rajcany, needed assistance.  In the historical account of the parish, there was considerable tension among  
parishioners about the language of the liturgy and preaching. Father Benedict favored the English language and                           
Americanization of this parish.  When Father Zalibera arrived to assist he stressed in one of his first sermons the neglect of the 
Slovak tongue in both church and school.  He was influential enough to arouse resistance to Father Benedict, a resistance he 
may not have intended to provoke. Nevertheless, the bishop removed Father Zalibera. He appointed the next assistant,             
Father John Kostik, who could speak several languages and managed to calm the congregation.  
However, someone of Father Zalibera’s talent would not go unnoticed.  An urgent plea by Detroit Bishop Michael Gallagher for 
priests to care for Slovaks in Michigan brought Father Zalibera to Detroit and on March 22, 1922, he was appointed pastor of    
Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church in Detroit.  He arrived to find that the church was a very small brick building on Heintz Street 
one block north of Miller surrounded by auto junk yards.  The rectory adjoined the church and both were poorly furnished.  
Church attendance was low, but it was here where Father’s courage and zeal would be put to the test to change the small             
existing parish into a large successful parish that Bishop Gallagher assigned him to do.  Through prayer and patience, Father 
set out to renew the Slovak community.  This became Father’s mission for the next 39 years. 
As pastor of the Heintz church he noticed an immediate need to start a grade school since many of the children, whose parents 
recently arrived from Europe, still spoke Slovak, but there was no Slovak-speaking community of nuns.  In the summer of 1923, 
two Dominican nuns, Sister Mary Salesia (De Sales) Zavodnik and Sister Mary Joseph Gazda, came to Detroit from                     
Pennsylvania, to beg for money in support of their motherhouse.  Pointing out the need for a school, Father suggested they   
organize a religious community in Detroit.  By fall of that year the church on Heintz Street served as both a place of worship on 
Sunday and a school on weekdays.  Two nuns and two lay-teachers began to teach 260 pupils. 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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(Continued from Page 6) 
Father became a great supporter and benefactor to the Slovak Dominican sisters.  In 1926 Bishop Michael Gallagher gave his       
permission to establish an American Motherhouse of the Slovak Dominican Sisters and appointed Father Zalibera as Advisor and 
Spiritual Director to the sisters.  Through the unwavering assistance of Father Zalibera, the first small Motherhouse was built at 
Van Dyke and 13 Mile Road in Warren, Michigan, in 1927. This was followed by his assistance to obtain a new and larger                 
Motherhouse in Pontiac in October, 1939, and again in 1948 acquisition of 800 acres for a new Motherhouse in Oxford, Michigan.  
Ever mindful of the needs of the sisters, groundbreaking for a convent on the church property was held in 1957 and blessed in 1959 
upon completion. 
From 1923 through 1927 he organized and personally conducted Citizenship and English classes enabling parishioners and others 
to become true and loyal citizens of the United States. Many Slovak people soon became outstanding citizens, and Father ’s           
untiring efforts for his people impressed the civil authorities.  Due to his extraordinary work in promoting citizenship, the Detroit 
Community Fund bestowed Father Zalibera with a Certificate of Good Citizenship on June 17, 1930.  Because of his reputation and 
influence with city leaders, on June 5, 1936, he petitioned the Detroit City Council to change the name of  Centerline Street to         
St. Cyril Avenue.  The request was unanimously approved. 
Father Zalibera was also instrumental in establishing several other parishes in the area.  The people of Owosso petitioned Bishop 
Gallagher for a church.  Upon receiving this request, the Bishop delegated Father Zalibera to investigate the justification of such a 
petition.  He visited Owosso for the purpose of canvassing the town and vast surrounding farming area for the number of Catholic 
Slovak families and seek out the possibility of a parish there.  It was at the recommendation and assurance of Father Zalibera that 
Owosso would produce an active parish that Bishop Gallagher approved the establishment of St. Joseph Church in Owosso,            
Michigan, in 1922.  (In 2015 the parishes of St. Joseph and St. Paul were clustered.  In 2018, the parishes were merged to become 
one parish). 
Realizing that St. Cyril’s could never accommodate all the Slovaks of Detroit and that many were settled across the city,                   
Father concentrated on a new site for another parish.  Upon consulting with Bishop Gallagher, a place was chosen on the west side 
of Detroit and Ss. Andrew and Benedict Parish was established in 1923. 
Word spread of the successful ventures of the Slovaks of Detroit under the leadership of Father Zalibera.  Father was called on once 
again and gave his assistance in organizing and establishing the Sacred Heart Church in Flint, Michigan, in 1926.  (This church 
closed in 2008). 
Many Slovaks also settled in Canada.  Father served the people in Windsor and the surrounding localities by saying Mass, hearing 
confessions and in general providing for their spiritual needs.  Father Zalibera persuaded Father Kurta to work with the Slovak 
people and the result was the establishment of Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church in Windsor, Canada, in 1935. 
Father’s main mission was to preserve the faith and heritage of the Slovak people in his parish.  During his 39 years as pastor,    
records show the following statistics: 2,850 infant and adult baptisms, 2,500 confirmations, 2,300 first Holy Communions,            
1,000 marriages, 650 funerals, 6 priests offered their first Mass, and 27 young women entered religious life.  
In 1956, the year of his Golden Anniversary of his priesthood, Father experienced what could be described as a personal                
tragedy.  While being fitted for a new pair of glasses, the attending nurse put some drops in his eyes for dilation.  Whatever         
happened, Father Zalibera lost almost all of his sight except for a thin line of peripheral vision.  For the rest of his life he celebrated 
only requiem Masses because he could not read the daily sacramentary and he knew the requiem Mass by heart.  The parish he 
had built almost from scratch         
continued to thrive even after his 
retirement in 1961.  He moved to the 
Dominican Sisters Motherhouse in 
Oxford, Michigan and resided there 
for several years until he became  
increasingly frail and was transferred 
to Lourdes Nursing Home.  He died 
there on December 13, 1967, the feast 
day of St. Lucy, at the age of 85.  The 
next day his body was taken to          
Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church in    
Detroit for a viewing and funeral 
Mass.  His body was then returned to 
the sisters who had their own        
services.  He was the second person 
to be buried in Our Lady of Sorrows 
cemetery on the grounds of the                    
Motherhouse in Oxford, Michigan. 


