
The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 5, 2020 

41233 Ryan Road, Sterling Heights, MI  48314 ∙ (586) 726-6911 ∙ Fax: (586) 685-1070 ∙ www.saintcyrils.church 



Ss. Cyril & Methodius Parish, Sterling Heights Page 2 
  

OMŠOVÝ PORIADOK 
January 4, First Saturday – Sobota  
9:00AM   FX  For the Members of the Rosary Society  
 ❖For Alexander Dmuchowski req. Family  
 ❖For Antoinette Sordillo (90th B'Day) 
 5:30PM   JN For Karam Kalla  ❖For Vicki Rolling (B'Day)  
 ❖For Courtney & Tom Kustra & Family  
 ❖For Monir & Alia Korkis & Family  
 ❖Isabella Varchetti  ❖Joe Basirico 
 ❖Ray Markey req. Ken & Mary Ann Warner 
January 5, Sunday - Nedeľa  

Epiphany of the Lord – Zjavenia Pána, Traja Králi   
IS 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 (20) 

7:30AM   JN   For the Holy Souls in Purgatory  
  ❖For Hikmat, Noor, Raid & Family 
  ❖For the Menard and Daniel Families  
 ❖Veronica Winn req. Lorraine Fetsco  
 ❖Isabella Varchetti  ❖John Rosenthal  
 ❖Timothy Worthman req Joanne Fredal OFS 
9:30AM   JN For Kurt Ewing   ❖For Wendy Melucci  
 ❖For the Gasparski Family  
 ❖Margaret & Joseph Swengros   
 ❖Dawn Marie Kruse  ❖Linda Blackwood   
 ❖Celine Brodie req. Spakowski Family 
11:30AM  FX  (Slovak)  For Tim & Victoria Roddy & Family 
 ❖Bernard Ivin req. Stefan Sobolic Family    
1:30PM   FX In Thanksgiving req. Therese Stout  
 ❖For Dennis McLellan  
 ❖For Anita  
 ❖Munir Hana Yousif Rayes  
  ❖Thomas Anthony Jerzewski req. Mom  
 ❖Gene Kucharek  
 ❖Paulo David Persichetti  
6:00PM  PC   (Latin)-Tridentine: For the Intentions of All Parishioners  
8:30PM   PC  In Thanksgiving req. Kola Peter Gojcaj 
 ❖For the Holy Souls in Purgatory  
 ❖For Marie Potempski req. Maria Laconi 
  ❖For Samantha & Ryan   
 ❖For John Mangano  
 ❖For Brian Czach  
 ❖Bert Reginaldo  
January 6, Monday – Pondelok 
9:00AM   FX   Arnetta Nash (B'Day)   ❖ Isabella Varchetti  
 ❖Theresa MacDonald req. Family  
12:00PM JN,d  For Mary Bann req. Mom  
 ❖For Elizabeth Laconi  
 ❖Cherian Xavier  
January 7, Tuesday– Utorok 
6:00AM  JN   For the Nelson & Ploeger Families  
 ❖C Philip Schultheis Jr. (10th Ann.)   
 ❖Isabella Varchetti  
12:00PM  JN  For Emma Heintz (B'Day) req. Rolling Family  
 ❖Nickolas Podkowa  
 ❖Chuck Wagner req. Marge Wagner  

January 8, Wednesday– Streda 
9:00AM   JN   In Thanksgiving req. Kola Peter Gojcaj  
 ❖For Jisleen Yousif  
 ❖Isabella Varchetti  
12:00PM  JN  For Seminarian Charlie Giroux  
 ❖For Marie Potempski req. Maria Laconi  
 ❖For Fulton Wagner (B’Day) req. Grammie  
January 9, Thursday – Štvrtok  
6:00AM   JN  ❖For Fr. Libor  
 ❖For the Slemer & Weiss Families  
 ❖Mark & Tereze Juncaj  
12:00PM  JN For Seminarian Ryan Walters  
 ❖For Daniel Fuller (B'Day)   
 ❖Isabella Varchetti  
7:00PM   VP  In Thanksgiving req. Kola Peter Gojcaj 
  ❖Mary Jane Grivas req Marge Wagner  
  ❖John Rosenthal  
January 10, Friday – Piatok  
6:00AM  PC In Thanksgiving req. Kola Peter Gojcaj 
 ❖For Brian Czach  
 ❖Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Nelson  
9:00AM  LM  For Fr. Libor   
 ❖For the Priests of St. Cyril's 
 ❖Isabella Varchetti  
12:00PM  JN  For Robert Blackwood & Family 
 ❖Basel Danno 
  ❖Dina Pirayoff 
January 11, Saturday – Sobota  
9:00AM   VP  For the Members of O. L. Mother of Mercy Secular 

Discalced Carmelites     
 ❖For Kayleigh Fuller  
 ❖For Brian Czach  
5:30PM   JN In Thanksgiving req. Kola Peter Gojcaj 
   ❖In Thanksgiving req Alia 
 ❖For the Holy Souls in Purgatory  
 ❖For the  Gammo & Gill Families 
 ❖Isabella Varchetti  ❖Clair Branch 
 ❖Gary Gasparski req family  
January 12, Sunday - Nedeľa  

IS 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 (20) 
7:30AM   JN    For the Intentions of All Parishioners  
9:30AM   JN For Mary Minjeur (B’Day) 
 ❖Yoshiko Davenport  
  ❖Isabella Varchetti 
 ❖Maryann & Joseph Dabrowski  
 ❖Mary Morraye (10th Ann.) 
 ❖Timothy Berner  
 ❖Mary Margaret Martin req. Robinson Family 
11:30AM  LM  (Slovak)   Vladimir & Terezia Krizik req Sobolic Family  
  ❖Bernard Ivin req. Jozef Geletka 
1:30PM   LM ❖For Sarmad, Samir, Merna, Nor, Rawiya, & Rita 
 ❖For Dennis McLellan 
 ❖For Daniel Wilkins  
 ❖The Lulgjuraj Family 
 ❖Ray Miller  
 ❖Anna Tomajko req. Paul & Anna Magusin  
 ❖Kevin Cronin req. Hasenauer's 
6:00PM  PC  (Latin)-Tridentine:  For Joan Hartzell 
8:30PM   PC   For Kola Peter Gojcaj 

Jesus Christ, The High Priest 
 

Fr. Libor Marek, Pastor • lmarek@saintcyrils.church 
Fr. Juraj Nuota, Associate Pastor • jnuota@saintcyrils.church 

Deacon Phil McCown • wadephil@yahoo.com 
Deacon Gerald Smigell • vgsmigell@gmail.com  
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For unto us a Child is born 

PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
  MONDAYS AT 8:40AM -  BEGINNING January 6, 2020  

The image of Our Lady of Perpetual Help is a beautiful icon, painted on 
wood, and seems to have originated around the thirteenth                          
century. Traditionally, the image is also known as “Our Lady of                 
Perpetual Succour.”  The icon (about 54 x 41.5 centimeters) depicts our 
Blessed Mother Mary, under the title “Mother of God,” holding the Child 
Jesus. The Archangels Michael and Gabriel, hovering in the upper                
corners, hold the instruments of the Passion– St. Michael (in the left   
corner) holds the spear, the wine-soaked sponge, and the crown of 
thorns, and St. Gabriel (in the right corner) holds the cross and the 
nails. The intent of the artist was to portray the Child Jesus                              
contemplating the vision of His future Passion. The anguish He feels is 
shown by the loss of one of His sandals.  Nevertheless, the icon also    
conveys the triumph of Christ over sin and death, symbolized by the 
golden background (a sign of the glory of the resurrection) and the       
manner in which the angels hold the instruments, i.e. like trophies 
gathered up from Calvary on Easter morning. 
In a very beautiful way, the Child Jesus grasps the hand of the Blessed 
Mother.  He seeks comfort from His mother, as He sees the instruments 
of His passion. The position of Mary’s hands – both holding the Child 

Jesus (who seems like a small adult) and presenting Him to us– convey the reality of our Lord’s incarnation, that He is true 
God who became also true man.  In iconography, Mary here is represented as the Hodighitria, the one who guides us to the 
Redeemer.  She also is our Help, who intercedes on our behalf with her Son.  The star painted on Mary’s veil, centered on 
her forehead, highlights her role in the plan of salvation as both the Mother of God and our Mother. 
According to popular tradition, a merchant acquired the icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help from the island of Crete and 
had it shipped to Rome towards the end of the fifteenth century.  During the voyage, a terrible storm arose, threatening the 
lives of all on ship.  The passengers and crew prayed to our Blessed Mother, and were saved. 
Once in Rome, the merchant, dying, ordered that the image should be displayed for public veneration. His friend, who           
retained the image, received further instructions: in a dream to his little daughter, the Blessed Mother appeared and                 
expressed the desire for the image to be venerated in a Church between the Basilicas of St. Mary Major and  St. John         
Lateran in Rome.  The image, consequently, was housed at the Church of St. Matthew, and became known as                         
“The Madonna of Saint Matthew.”  Pilgrims flocked to the church for the 
next three hundred years, and great graces were bestowed upon the faithful. 
After Napoleon’s troops destroyed the Church of St. Matthew in 1812, the 
image was transferred to the Church of St. Mary in Posterula, and remained 
there for nearly forty years.  There, the image was neglected and forgotten. 
By divine providence, the forgotten image was rediscovered. In 1866, Blessed 
Pope Pius IX entrusted the image to the Redemptorists, who had just built 
the Church of St. Alphonsus, down the street from St. Mary Major.  As a boy, 
the Holy Father had prayed before the image in the Church of                           
St. Matthew.  He ordered the public display and veneration of the image, 
and fixed the feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Help as the Sunday before the 
Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.  In 1867, when the image was 
being carried in a solemn procession through the streets, a young child was 
cured, the first of many recorded miracles attributed to Our Lady of                     
Perpetual Help. 
Recite/pray the Perpetual Help Devotions every Monday beginning at 
8:40AM in the church, prior to the 9:00AM Holy Mass.   

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Pray For Us! 
Right: Original Image at the Church of St. Alphonsus Liguori in Rome 
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Life Teen High School Ministry 
All high school teens (age 14 by December 1, 2018) are welcome to 
Life Nights. These are dynamic youth gatherings including 
snacks, games, small group discussions, and an opportunity for 
teens to learn more about the Catholic faith with their peers.  
Nights are run by the adult volunteer Cor(inthian) Team, a group 
of Catholics who want to support teens in their faith journey.   
Life Teen is OFF this week for a Cor meeting.  Pray for us as we 
pray for you. 
Join us the following Monday, January 13, for the first Life Nights 
of the new year!  

Questions about Life Teen, please contact Youth Minister:  
Alexandria Lewis, lifeteen@saintcyrils.church 

EDGE Middle School Ministry 
All middle school teens (6th, 7th and 8th grade) are welcome to 
our EDGE Nights.   
EDGE is OFF this week for a Cor Meeting. 
New teens who would like to attend can register at the EDGE 
Night.   
Join us next week on January 13 for “Resolutions—A Night on 
Building the Habit of Prayer. 

If you have any questions about EDGE, please contact:  
Alexandria Lewis at edge@saintcyrils.church or (586) 641-7672 

CATHECHISM CORNER 
 Class Schedule: 

Wednesday, January 8, 6:15PM:  
Class resumes with Benediction for 5-8th grades 

Wednesday, January 15, 6:15PM:  
Class & Benediction for K-4th grades 

Wednesday, January 22, 6:15PM:  
Class & Benediction for 5-8th grades 

Wednesday, January 29, 6:15PM:  
Class & Benediction for K-4th grades 

We’re looking forward to seeing all the children back for class 
this Wednesday, January 8! 

If you have any questions, please contact us:  
Paul & Carroll Schuller, Directors of Religious Education 

(586) 726-6911 

Monthly Bilingual Rosary *  Friday, January 10 
In honor, appreciation and service to our Lord Jesus Christ and His 
Blessed Mother, we welcome all parishioners and guests to pray 
one Rosary in two languages-Slovak and English. Prayer intentions 
for these Rosaries will focus on our parish and respective 
countries.   Our next Bilingual Rosary will be prayed in the Church 
at 7:00PM this Friday, January 10.   
Future rosaries will be prayed on February 14, March 9,                          
(April-Cancelled), May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14, September 11, 
October 9, November 13, December 11. 
We also ask that you send us special prayer requests which will be 
lifted up during each Rosary.  Prayer requests may be sent either by 
emailing 100rosary@gmail.com or calling or texting (586) 413-4050.  

Thank you, Maria Lamerova and Cindy & Dennis Zitny 
Chesterton Epiphany Recital ∙ Sunday, January 12 

G.K. Chesterton says: “Life exists for the love of music or beautiful 
things.”  Enhance your life with some beautiful music to close out 
the Christmas Season, performed in historic St. Joseph's Oratory on 
Sunday, January 12, at 4:00PM. The recital will feature 18-year-old 
Therese Ohotnicky, principal organist for Christ the King Chapel at 
Christendom College in Front Royal, Virginia, with special guest 
soprano soloist Brittany Woodcock.  No charge for admission!   
A reception will follow where you can learn more about Chesterton 
Academy of Detroit, a classical high school in the Catholic tradition 
opening in the fall of 2020.   

Tax Statement Request for 2019 
If you made a single donation of $250 or more in 2019, you will 
automatically be issued a tax statement per government 
requirements. Those that have used Pushpay or have given us an 
email address to enter into our database in the past will receive 
a tax statement automatically via email.  
If you are not sure if we have your current email address and 
would like to receive a tax statement via email, you can send an 
email to the address below or complete the form to ensure your 
correct address is in our database. 
 If you would like a paper tax statement for your 2019 tax 
deductible contributions, please fill out the form below and 
place it in the collection basket or drop it off in the Parish Office 
or email a request to the address below.  
Statements will be available by the end of January. 
Questions: Rob Avery, (586) 726-6911 or business@saintcyrils.church 

Tax Statement Request for 2019 
Please send a statement for tax deductible contributions made 

to Ss. Cyril & Methodius Slovak Catholic Church  
during 2019 to: 

  

 Name: _____________________________________ 
 Envelope #: _________________________________ 
 Address: ___________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________ 
 Telephone #: _______________________________ 
 Email______________________________________ 
 Date of Request: ____________________________ 

    Please mail my Contribution Statement when it is                 
available. 

    I will pick up my sealed Statement in the vestibule 
box marked “Tax Statements”. 

    Please email my tax statement. 

MOVIE:  “Unplanned” 
Fr. Mikus Hall / Free-Will Donation 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18:  12:15PM 

(Pizza & Pop Available for Purchase on 1/18) 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26:  2:45PM 

Synopsis: UNPLANNED is an important   
movie that exposes the devastating truths of 
abortion which was made legal during the 
Supreme Court decision of Roe vs. Wade on 
January 22, 1973. It brings us an eye-opening 

look inside the abortion industry from a woman who was once its 
most passionate advocate. 
PARENTS:  please be aware that this movie has been Rated R due 
to the seriousness of this topic and the graphic image of a baby 
during an abortion.  Please keep this in mind when determining    
whether you will allow your teens to view this movie.  
(1 hour, 49 minutes / 2019) 
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Knights of Columbus Pro-life Contest Winners 
The Knights of Columbus (Council 7011) is pleased to announce 
the winners of our 2019-2 Pro-Life Poster Contest-“Mother/Baby
-Love Both of Them “.  There were three groups of participants-
Group 1-(Grades 7/8), Group 2-(Grades 9/10), and Group 3- 
(Grades 11/12). First place winners in each Group received $100 
cash. Second place winners in each Group received $50 cash. 
Third place winners in each Group received a $20 Gift 
Certificate from Faith@Work.  
 The first place winners were Sophia Baltrinic, Scarlette Suchland, 
and Ailish Newell, respectively. The second place winners for 
Groups 2 and 3 were Bridget Abbott and Lizzie Scarchilli, 
respectively. The third place winner for Group 3 was Jack 
Anderson. 
An Awards Ceremony honoring all the winners was held on 
November 17, 2019 with many students, family members and 
Knights attending. We wish to thank all winners and their 
families for their participation and support for this important 
contest. We hope these and many others will participate next 
year.  

Regina Caeli Academy Touring Event ∙ January 27 
Are you looking for classical education and Catholic formation 
for your children? Does the opportunity to homeschool while 
also allowing your children to experience a structured classroom 
environment appeal to you? 
Come find out more about Regina Caeli Academy Winter Touring 
Event on Monday, January 27, 2020 , at 10:30AM.  Children are 
welcome!  This event will include a tour of our facilities, view of 
classes while in session  (Preschool - 12th grade), a short 
presentation, and time for questions!  Location: Regina Caeli 
Academy- Detroit, 42259 Hayes Road, Sterling Heights.   
Please RSVP to Mrs. Sarah Arkwright, Center Coordinator of 
Education, sarkwright.det@rcahybrid.org  or (989) 402-.5109.  

World Marriage Day ∙ February 9, 2020 
Come celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage on Sunday, February 
9, 2020, from 3:00PM - 8:00PM, at the San Marino Club, located 
at 1685 East Big Beaver, in Troy. 

Dinner, Dancing & Speakers: 
 Jeff & Lisa Vitale, “The Different Stages of Marriage” 

Fr. Cornelius Okeke, “When Love Runs Dry” 
Deacon Dominick Pastore & Teresa Tomeo, Emcees 

Register by January 31, 2020:  $60/couple 
Register after January 31 (until deadline, February 3): $70/couple 

Register at WorldMarriageDay.org 
Questions, please contact:  

Rich or Fran Walden, (586) 979-0192 or waldenluv2@wowway. 
Father Chris Alar Parish Mission Talks 

Father Chris Alar’s amazing Parish Mission talks from our  
October Parish Mission are available on our parish website:  
https://saintcyrils.church/category/resources/media/ for you 
to listen to and to download.  We also have a 3-CD package 
which includes all three days available in the Parish Office for 
$10 (for the complete set). 

Mon. & Wed. 
1-2AM, 3-4AM, 4-5AM 

Tues. & Thurs. 
12-1AM, 1-2AM, 8-9AM,  

9-10AM, 10-11AM 

Fridays 
8-9PM, 9-10PM, 10-11PM 

Saturdays 
1-2AM, 2-3AM 

Questions, please contact: Jenn Dopke 
586-530-3674, jdopke13@gmail.com 

Adoration: Sunday 10PM - Saturday, 9:00AM 

    GENESIS Bible Study ∙ January 21 

 

Commentary by Steve Ray - presented by Fr. Matthew Kauth 
Without Genesis, the rest of the Bible is incomprehensible. Unveiling no less than the cre-
ation of the world and everything in it, including human life, as well as the birth of sin and 
the promise of a Savior, Genesis is packed with fascinating images and layered theological 
insights that require careful study. 
In this powerful 28-session study, author Steve Ray and presenter Fr. Kauth will help you 
uncover what you need to know about this crucial first book of the Bible, including: 

-The theological significance of covenants: what they meant for the ancient Jews,                     
and what they mean for us today 

-What the Binding of Isaac actually signifies, and what Noah’s ark represents 
-How to have a personal relationship with the “God of your fathers” (Exodus 3:15) 

Genesis is the first key to unlocking the chest that enables us to understand the Bible as 
the Universal Church always has. To find the priceless gems inside, we need a good 
roadmap to learn how the 50 chapters fit together and fit with the rest of the entire Bible. 
Let Steve Ray and Fr. Kauth guide you on a 1,500+ verse deep-dive into the richly puzzling 
spiritual depths of Genesis. 
If you are interested, please join us on Tuesday mornings, beginning January 21, 2020 at 
10:00AM in the Overflow Room. It is a 28-week program that will break sometime in the 
late spring and begin again in the fall.  
To register, please call Marge, (586) 731-1533, and leave a message or email 
mtlew13@yahoo.com so I know how may study guides I need to order.  The cost for the 
study guide is $47.   

https://saintcyrils.church/category/resources/media/
mailto:mtlew13@yahoo.com
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 Midwest Apologetics Conference VII (MACVII) ∙ February 22, 2020 
Mr. Trevor Pollo, Director of Training for Protect Life of Michigan  

Matt 2:12 “And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.” 
Happy Feast of the Epiphany my friends! 

Do you know the real reason why the three kings went home another way? Well, according to                       
St. Augustine, it’s because no one can meet the risen Lord and go back to their old ways! 
John Kowalski here again, with a suggestion for you regarding the seventh annual Midwest           
Apologetics Conference (MAC) to be held at Ss Cyril & Methodious Parish on Saturday, February 22 .  
Do you know a young person who is undecided on the pro-life issue? Bring them to the MAC VII             
conference and after listening to our second speaker from Protect Life Michigan, I guarantee they 
won’t go back to their old ways either. 
St Augustine may not have coined the slogan, “the future belongs to the youth” but it’s still a pretty good slogan and Protect 
Life Michigan is a group of young, dynamic individuals with another good slogan: “to form a generation of pro-life leaders 
dedicated to ending abortion in their lifetime”. 
I’m writhing because I wanted to take a bit of space in your bulletin this week to introduce to you our second speaker -           
Mr. Trevor Pollo.  Trevor is the Director of Training for Protect Life Michigan (formerly known as Students for Life of                  
Michigan) and has made over 100 college campus visits, bringing the pro-life message to both friendly and hostile crowds.  
He leads a statewide “Stump the Pro-Lifer” tour where he intentionally engages pro-choice advocates in constructive            
dialogue and defends the pro-life worldview in a passionate, reasoned, and scientific manner. 
In addition, he has trained thousands of students and pro-life leaders in apologetics and leadership. His focus is on offering a 
passionate, logical, and irrefutable defense against the injustice of abortion.  
Trevor’s presentation will encourage and equip you to defend life. 

About Protect Life Michigan 
Begun in 2005, pro-life student groups across Michigan gathered together on Michigan State University’s campus to                 
establish “Students for Life of Michigan” (later Protect Life Michigan). These students formed a coalition of pro-life student 
groups to work together to protect life on college campuses across the state. 
In 2013, they hired their first staff member and from there, the ministry skyrocketed as the need for a greater presence on 
campus’ became clear. Today, they have a team of trained professionals that mentor students into pro-life leaders, sponsor 
statewide events to equip young leaders in the pro-life strategies, and work to build an army of alumni serving the pro-life 
cause. They serve over 50 high school and college campuses with trainings, resources, retreats, activism opportunities, and 
much more all at no cost to the students. 
I urge you to make the time on Saturday February 22, 2020 to meet and hear this dynamic young man and help him to meet 
his goal of ending abortion in his lifetime (if not sooner!) 
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